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Map Tools 
 

 
 
Search Options: 
 
Parcel by Owner Name: Allows user to search for a property based on the owner’s 
name. Enter last name first. Enter a few letters and a list of potential matches will be 
displayed 
 
Parcel by Address: Allows user to search for property based on a parcel address; enter 
house number and street name. Do not enter street suffix (ST, DR, etc). List of matches 
will be displayed. Please note that properties may have numerous addresses, this search 
function will find only the address that the property is assessed to in the Assessor’s 
database. 
 
Parcel by Street: Allows user to search by street name, parcels on street will appear. 
Scroll to address and select. 
 
Parcel by Parcel ID: Allows user to search for property by parcel id code, which is 
combination of block and lot number. Block number is unique 4-digit number for each 
street from Assessor’s Maps. Lot number is the address of the parcel. 375 Merrimack St 
(City Hall) has a Parcel ID of 4060-375. 
 
Parcel by Account Number:  Allows user to search by account number if known. 
 
Parcel by Location: Allows users to search from address number database rather than 
the assessor database used in the Parcel by Address option, this is helpful for locating a 
parcel or property that has numerous addresses. 
 
Search by Street Name: Allows user to search by street name, map will zoom to 
location of entire extent of street. 
 

 
 
ID Parcel Selects specific Parcel and delivers attributed data 
 
Clear  Clears selection 
 
Zoom In Allows user to zoom into a defined extent 



 
Zoom Out Allows user to zoom out to a defined extent 
 
Pan  Pans in direction of user interaction 
 
Zoom Pre Allows user to zoom back to previous view 
 
Zoom Full Allows user to view entire base map 
 
Measure Allows user to measure distances in map view 
 
Viewer Table of Contents 
 
Layers- GIS data is stored as layers, which is visual representation of a geographic 
dataset in any digital map environment. Layers can be turned on or off and in many 
combinations at any given time. To change layers click the Layers tab on the left panel 
and open the folders to see a list of available data. By clicking the checkbox to the left of 
each layer’s name, a layer becomes visible. Once a layer is checked or unchecked users 
must click “Refresh Map” or “Auto Refresh” to activate the change. 
Clicking “Auto Refresh” will make changes appear immediate, without having to use 
“Refresh Map” every time a layer status changes. Scroll to bottom of Layers list to use. 
 

    
 
Legend- Displays current Map symbology 
 

 
 



Info- Data of selected parcel 
 

 
 
Parcel by Address Example 
 

 
 
Enter address number and street name desired 
Select “Find It” 
 

 
 
Select Zoom To Parcel 
Map view and related data will display. 
 



 
 
 
“View Detail Info” to view additional data for selected parcel. 
 
Upon Selection of “View Detail Info” a new window will appear. 
Tabs of Parcel information “Basic (Default), Detail, Sales, History” 
 

 
  
 
Each tab has a “Print” option. 
 
Under the “Basic” tab select “View Parcel Image” 



 
**Note if cursor does not change to hand symbol to select. Click on “Basic” tab to 
activate. 
 

 
 
 
Under the “Basic” tab select “View Parcel Sketch” 
 

 
**Note if cursor does not change to hand symbol to select. Click on “Basic” tab to 
activate. 
 

 
 



Note: if another parcel is selected in the map, the tab window for the previously 
selected parcel must be closed and selected by using the “View Parcel Data” option 
as noted earlier. 
 
Locations Tab 
Property addresses found on selected parcel is displayed here.  
Click on “Locations” tab to activate 
 

 
 

 
 
Additional Data Options by selecting “Download List” to save data to computer, 
this will generate a “CSV” file of the data returned. 
 

 
 
 

  Print Map of Current View 
 
Print Options: 

 
 



GIS Map can be modified by user to name a map print 
 
Paper size can by 8.5 x 11 or 11 x 17 only.  
Print Assessing data can be checked or unchecked in Draft Quality Map option only. 
 
 
 
Map Print will appear 
 

  
 
Adobe PDF Map Example 
 

 
 
Note: Selected Parcel Outlines will not print using Adobe PDF option only the 
current map view will print. Adobe PDF does allow user to pick from a select map 
scale (1” – 100’, 200’, 400’) or creating a custom map scale (1”= ft)  
 
Printer Settings for best results 
Select File at top of Map Print out screen, select Page Setup 
Select Landscape Orientation and adjust margins as shown 
 



 
 
Select “OK” 
 
Important Notes on Printing Maps 
 

Avoid using ‘print’  from the image toolbar, as this will only print the 
content of the active window, often only giving you unexpected results.  

If you use the  and nothing appears to happen, try minimizing the Lowell 
GIS page. The new Map Output Window may be hidden behind. Pop-Up Blockers may 
also be preventing the map window from generating. 

  Restarts the Viewer to default settings 
 
Quick Tools and Quick Maps Toolbars  
 

 
 
Quick Tools (Drop-Down Menu) 
 
Drill Down ID Tool- Identify GIS Layers selected in the map view (Click in map view 
and selected GIS layers will return information) 
. 
Select Parcels by Line- Select parcels by drawing a line in map (Single click to begin, 
Double click to end)  
 
Select Parcels by Shape- Select parcels by drawing a shape follow instructions from 
popup menu (Single click to begin, Double click to end)  
 
Save Map as JPEG- Save Map view as a jpeg image. Use this to save an image of the 
map, for example for insertion into a report, or simply for later use 
 



Quick Maps (Drop-Down Menu) 
Predetermined thematic map views created with layers visible 
 
Special Features 

 
 
Points of Interest- Select from list of city locations and map will automatically zoom to 
view. (Example City Hall) 
 
 

Screen Resolution for Lowell GIS Viewer 
Lowell GIS Viewer best viewed at 1024 X 768 resolution or higher 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Lowell GIS interface is optimized for Windows Internet Explorer. Other browsers 
may work just fine, but not all will display the site correctly. 


